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Which energy storage technology providesinertiafor power systems?
With a weighted score of 4.3,flywheels(with lithium-ion batteries a close second) appear as the most suitable
energy storage technology to provide inertia for power systems.

Should energy storage be avirtua inertial course?

Incorporating energy storage as a virtual inertial course would require fundamental changes in grid operations
and market design. Because grid rotational inertiais considered an inherent property of power generation,there
is no market mechanism to include inertia generation as an ancillary service.

How does inertial response affect electricity generation?

To accommodate the imbalance between supply and demand due to the drop in generation,the remaining
online generators convert their rotational kinetic energy (inertia) into real power generation--referred to as
inertial response. This process slows the generators and resultsin adrop in grid frequency.

What is power system inertia?
Power system engineers typically describe the inertia of a generator in terms of stored rotational kinetic
energy(EPRI 2019),s0 inertia has the same units of energy (power delivered over aperiod of time).

Are energy storage technologies a viable alternative to inertia?

Energy storage technologies have emerged as a viable alternativeto providing inertia through virtual inertia,i.e.
inertia generated or simulated with power electronics and controls (Zhao and Ding,2018,Zhang et
al.,2019,Fang et a.,2017a).

What isinertiain power plants?

Inertia from rotating electrical generators in fossil,nuclear,and hydroelectric power plants represents a source
of stored energythat can be tapped for a few seconds to provide the grid time to respond to power plant or
other system failures.

OverviewApplicationsMain  componentsPhysical  characteristicsComparison to electric  batteriesSee
alsoFurther readingExternal linksin the 1950s, flywheel-powered buses, known as gyrobuses, were used in
Y verdon (Switzerland) and Ghent (Belgium) and there is ongoing research to make flywheel systems that are
smaller, lighter, cheaper and have a greater capacity. It is hoped that flywheel systems can replace
conventional chemical batteries for mobile applications, such as for electric vehicles. Proposed flywh...
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