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How does Uruguay get its electricity?

To this day,Uruguay continues to rely heavily on its dams,including the imposing Salto Grande on the
R&#237;0 Uruguay,whose power is shared with Argentinaand several on the R&#237;0 Negro. For
decades,electricity from those dams and from generators running on gas and oil imported largely from
Argentina and Brazil met Uruguayans' energy needs.

Is Uruguay a net importer of energy?

Once a net importer of energy,Uruguay now exports its surplus energy to neighbouring Brazil and Argentina.
In less than two decades,Uruguay broke free of its dependence on oil imports and carbon emitting power
generation,transitioning to renewable energy that is owned by the state but with infrastructure paid for by
private investment.

What is the main source of energy in Uruguay?

Fossil fuels are primarily imported into Uruguay for transportation,industrial uses and applications like
domestic cooking. Four hydroelectric damsprovide much of the country's energy supply. Historically,energy
has been a stronghold of state-owned companies,such as UTE and ANCAP.

How much green energy does Uruguay use?

In 2016,even before severa more renewables projects went online,it hit 94.5 percent green energy. In
2019,according to an analysis by the Uruguayan company SEG Engineering,the country ran on 98
percentrenewable energy.

How did Uruguay get its power?

It wasn't until the advent of hydroelectric powerat the end of the 19th century that the country was able to use
itsrivers to help meet its power needs. To this day,Uruguay continues to rely heavily on its dams,including the
imposing Salto Grande on the R&#237;0 Uruguay,whose power is shared with Argentina,and several on the
R& #237;0 Negro.

How does Uruguay generate 97 percent of its electricity from renewable sources?

Going for gales. Wind turbine farmsare one of the ways Uruguay managed to generate 97 percent of its
electricity from renewable sources. (Courtesy of Natasha Hakimi Zapata)
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