
Energy Storage Fire Power Station

What is an energy storage roadmap?

This roadmap provides necessary information to support owners,opera-tors,and developers of energy storagein

proactively designing,building,operating,and maintaining these systems to minimize fire risk and ensure the

safety of the public,operators,and environment.

 

What is a battery energy storage system?

Battery energy storage systems (BESS) stabilize the electrical grid,ensuring a steady flow of power to homes

and businesses regardless of fluctuations from varied energy sources or other disruptions. However,fires at

some BESS installations have caused concern in communities considering BESS as a method to support their

grids.

 

What is battery energy storage fire prevention & mitigation?

In 2019, EPRI began the Battery Energy Storage Fire Prevention and Mitigation - Phase I research project,

convened a group of experts, and conducted a series of energy storage site surveys and industry workshops to

identify critical research and development (R&D) needs regarding battery safety.

 

Are battery energy storage systems safe?

Owners of energy storage need to be sure that they can deploy systems safely. Over a recent 18-month period

ending in early 2020, over two dozen large-scale battery energy storage sites around the world had

experienced failures that resulted in destructive fires. In total, more than 180 MWh were involved in the fires.

 

What happened at Gateway energy storage facility?

On May 15,2024,Gateway Energy Storage Facility in San Diego,California,experienced a BESS firewith

continued flare-ups for seven days following the fire. The facility held about 15,000 nickel manganese cobalt

lithium-ion batteries.

 

How many MWh of battery energy were involved in the fires?

In total,more than 180 MWhwere involved in the fires. For context,Wood Mackenzie,which conducts power

and renewable energy research,estimates 17.9 GWh of cumulative battery energy storage capacity was

operating globally in that same period,implying that nearly 1 out of every 100 MWh had failed in this way.1
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